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Dear Advent Families,

This has been a remarkable year of learning for all of us Ð adults and children alike. Having 
made vast changes to our physical plant over the last two years, we can proudly say that 
AdventÕs renovated classroom spaces make learning even more powerful for our students.

This summer, we will transform the former HeadÕs apartment into a Fifth and Sixth Grade 
Suite.  Although the August 2009 project is small, relative to past years, the impact on our 
oldest students will be substantial.  Our Fifth and Sixth Grades will have considerably more 
space, a small, shared central resource library, and multiple opportunities to use the Art 
Studio and Earth Lab on a regular basis.  Our plans include painting, refinishing floors, 
adding lights, and the like.

Changes in Store for the Year Ahead  
With increased student numbers, Advent looks forward to Arati PanditÕs change of 
responsibilities.  Trained in learner differences, she will guide Learning Specialists, Claire 
White (Literacy) and Sarah Mulrooney (Mathematics) in their work with children.  Both 
Learning Specialists will teach small groups in the classrooms and in their Òlearning labs.Ó   
Our goal is to provide the specialized attention students need as they work toward skill 
mastery.

In the fall of 2009, we expect to open with approximately 180 students, with two sections of 
ECC, Kindergarten, and First Grade. In the tradition of ECC and Kindergarten, there will be 
a First Grade Brimmer (with teachers, Debra Knosp and Lucy Dubon) and a First Grade 
Charles (with teachers, Michelle Bissanti and Jenine Almadhi.) 

Our Second Grade will be located in the former Third Grade classroom; our Fourth Grade 
will move to the former Fifth Grade classroom; and our Third Grade will make its new 
home in our former Sixth Grade classroom.  The actual physical move to these new spaces 
will take place during the month of August, so that when teachers return, they will have 
more than enough time to set up their classrooms.

A Brief Recap 
Last fall, we looked seriously at the Charles Street Meeting House for new space, and then 
we experienced significant economic changes Ð still very much a part of life in the here and 
now. In the coming months, the Board of Trustees will consider our options, ultimately 
determining whether to keep the entire school under one roof or to seek additional 
classroom space nearby.  We will keep you apprised as our process continues.
I have learned from colleagues, parents, and children this year.  For me, the most powerful 
part of belonging to this community is knowing that each of us brings a certain talent, set of 
skills, and a style of our own to the table.  We are so much richer for it, as we listen and 
learn from one another.  I wish you a joyful summer, filled with family and festive 
moments.

With fond wishes, 

IMPORTANT DATES

June 2009

Thursday, June 4
Board Meeting and Annual 
Reception                                
Friday, June 5th
Field Day, 9:30 - 11:30               
Family Picnic, 11:30                        
Wednesday, June 10th
Last Day of Classes, 3:15 
Dismissal
Thursday, June 11           
Graduation Day, 10:00 a.m.
Monday, June 15-26
Learning Boston Jr.

September 2009

Monday, August 31 - 
Thursday, September 3                                  
ADVENTures                             
Tuesday, September 8                
New Student Classroom 
Drop-in, 9:00 - 12:00                                
ADVENTures                             
Wednesday, September 9              
Opening Day, 12:30 
Dismissal
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News From Administrators
Director of Education and Admission/Arati Pandit

It has been a great Admission season this year!  We are all 
thrilled to welcome new families in all grades.  All these 
families represent diverse backgrounds, neighborhoods, 
ethnicities and professions.

Teachers are in the midst of writing reports reflecting on and 
summarizing your child's academic year.  The care and 
thought put into each child's report is truly commendable!

Best wishes to all for a restful summer!

Development Office/Suzanna Schell

Time flies at Advent, and it's hard to believe that the end of 
the school year is just a few days away. 

We want to thank the entire community for its support of 
Advent this year. The generous financial and in-kind 
contributions, as well as the extraordinary volunteer efforts 
of so many, have helped make this a wonderfully successful 
year at The Advent School.  

As new members of the faculty, we also want to thank 
everyone who welcomed us into this extraordinary 
community.  This year has been both fun and rewarding, and 
we have enjoyed working with so many of Advent's 
wonderful people.  Truly, we are blessed to be a part of such 
a generous and engaged community.  

Have a wonderful summer!

Suzanna Schell and Steve Lampert, Development Office

News  from the Specialists

Art/ George Anastos, from the Studio

Wow! Where does the time go? It seems like we just got 
started, and now we are coming to an end, an end of a great 
year in the studio. Artists like Piet Mondrian, Jackson 
Pollack, Matisse, Roy Lichtenstein and Andy Goldsworthy 
inspired the children. Connecting with the classroom theme 
studies was great fun. There were many thought out works 
of art created this year.  Chinese scrolls, large pop art 
posters, Castles, Mummies, and Chinese paper cutouts are a 
few things to mention.  It has been a joy to watch the 
children express themselves and to watch their creativity 
thrive. I wish you all a great summer and look forward to 
seeing you in September. If you are not returning, I wish all 
the best in your new adventures. Take care and enjoy 
observing the world.

Espanol/Maria Acu–a 

ÁHola!  It was another great year of Espa–ol at Advent.  It 
started quite hectic with the opening of our new Spanish 
classroom!  We all adapted well to the new, elegant spaces 
and dove right into the first units of the year.  Colors, places 
in the school, people who work in the school ,and everyday 
phrases filled our time, and helped us to communicate more 
in Spanish during class time.  Students learned and practiced 
reading from brand new books designed by their teacher.  
Then came Halloween and the Dia de los Muertos with all 
its oranges.  As if that wasn't enough excitement, we had our 
alien election, which took place parallel to the real election.   
During November and December, we worked on various 
units that included learning to change words into plural, and 
conjugating verbs into present progressive and the future.  
The Third Graders wrote to their pen pals in Spanish 
describing their favorite animals.  I was also invited to eat 
stone soup with the Kindergarten classes, and taught some 
ingredient vocabulary. Towards the end of January, many 
classes started learning about Mexico.  Soon after that, all 
classes also worked on their presentations for Spanish 
Week.  Spanish Week was a great success, with wonderful 
presentations by the students, many pi–atas for the lower 
grades, tortilla and guacamole cooking, and Mexican dances 
taught by Rosalba Solis.  We continued the Fiesta in First 
Grade, where we built two beautiful star pi–atas, and had a 
"Cinco de Mayo" celebration.  During the last weeks of 
classes, we have ended units that revolved around numbers, 
compared clothing items, and gave directions. Now I look 
forward to some rest and lots of sol!    To all: Gracias for 
another great year!  See you in Septiembre!  To the 
graduating Sixth Grade class:  It was an honor being your 
Spanish teacher!, les deseo todo lo mejor en este universo!  
ÁAdios!

Physical Education/ Lori Towle and Kip Adams

As PE Comes To An EndÉ
ABCs of Exercise, 
Relay races filled with tiesÉ
Jumping rope while singing a song,
Add pushups to make the body strongÉ
A tumble here, a cartwheel there,
Superballs flying everywhereÉ
Swimming, soccer, scooter triathlon,
An ECC reminder to Òkeep your shoes onÓÉ
Dribbling, kicking, striking a ball,
Structures that were big and smallÉ

ECC & K knew to start every day, we sang about muscles 
before we would play. A scarf toss here, a tag game there,
ÒRabbits in the MeadowÓ had them running everywhere!
From tumbling to jump ropes, hoops to bean bags, we 
moved our bodies with many varieties of tag!
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Grades 1 & 2, they knew what to do, chanting Òcenter 
circleÓ as into the gym they flew. They ran and they 
jumped up, down and aroundÉSo busy in stations, their 
feet hardly touched the ground! From obstacle courses to 
the concept of ÒteamÓ, their energy was endless, or so it 
would seem. 

Raging River was a hit for Grades 3 & 4 (a team thing);
Would they cross the water with scooter, mat, rope or ring?
Offense & defense skills in Capture The FlagÉWould they 
stay back and guard or risk being tagged? Whatever the 
game, whatever the score, they worked up quite a sweat ~ 
that is for sure!

Grades 5 & 6 was exciting and intense
When the pressure was on, teamwork was immense. We 
had an amazing time, even on the Charlestown turf, Team 
sports, challenges, not to mention ripstick surf!  LetÕs not 
forget our great bus ridesÉLots of chants,  and ÒdonÕt 
forget the friesÓ!

We will miss you! Have a great summer. 
Ms. Towle and Mr. Adams

THE LIONÕS ROAR! JUNE  2009

2009-2010 School Forms

Please complete and return your school 

forms to Robin Wilson by Friday, June 5.

Graduation

Graduation day is fast approaching.  Please note 

that graduation is a community-wide event.  All 

students should be dropped off at Advent at 9:00 

a.m. sharp!  The procession of faculty and 

students, led by our graduating class, will leave 

school at 9:30 a.m..  They will be greeted by 

family and friends when they arrive at Faneuil 

Hall.  ECC and Kindergarten students will be 

dismissed to their parents during a brief 

intermission at 11:00.  All other students will be 

dismissed from Faneuil Hall at the conclusion of 

the ceremony.

K i n d e r g a r t e n B r i m m e r 

welcomed 17 chicks to their 

classroom!



June 2009
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat./Sun.

1 2 3
Parents Committee 
Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
Pizza Party for New 
Families 5:00-6:00 
p.m.

4
Board Meeting and 
Annual Reception, 
5:00

5
Field Day, 9:30 - 
11:30
Family Picnic, 11:30

6

7

8 9 10

LAST DAY OF 
CLASSES, 3:15 
Dismissal

11
Graduation
Fanueil Hall 
10:00 a.m.
Alumni Coffee, 8:45 
a.m.

12 13

14

15

Learning Boston

16

Learning Boston

17

Learning Boston

18

Learning Boston

19

Learning Boston

20

21

22

Learning Boston

23

Learning Boston

24

Learning Boston

25

Learning Boston

26

Learning Boston

27

28

29 30 1 2 3 4

5

ÒSunday in the ParkÓ

Advent students enjoyed a beautiful day of  Þshing and special visitors from Drumlin Farms at the Stoneham Playground 

on the Esplanade.  For more information on the ÒSunday in the ParkÓ program, please visit the Esplanade AssociationÕs 

website, www.esplanadeassociation.org.

http://www.esplanadeassociation.org
http://www.esplanadeassociation.org
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The last time I saw Lizzy, we were running the 2007 Reach the Beach Relay, a two hundred mile, twenty-four hour relay 
running race from Cannon Mountain to Hampton Beach in New Hampshire.  Our eight-man team, ÒShrute Farm,Ó a rag-
tag band of men and women paying homage to Dwight Shrute from NBCÕs ÒThe OfficeÓ spent twenty-four hours running 
up and down mountains, through the night and the rain, subsisting off of granola bars and Gatorade.  A year and a half 
later, we reconnected through Advent.

SL: When did you attend Advent?  
LC:  I graduated in 1992, which means I must have entered Transition in Ô84 or Õ85?  

SL: WhereÕd you go after? 
LC:  I went to Milton Academy for 7th - 12th grade.  Then I went to Dartmouth College.  I got  a masterÕs in education at 
Lehman College in the Bronx.  IÕve been working on a masterÕs in English at Middlebury College Bread Loaf School of 
English.  And I am about to start studying for a doctorate in education at Harvard.

SL: Remember any particular teachers from Advent? 
LC: Ms. Schoene, my third grade teacher.  She captured my imagination with science and made me want to attend her 
summer camp, Burgundy Center for Wildlife Studies, in the woods of West Virginia.  She let me come even though I was 
younger than every other camper.  She also humored me and gave me extra homework, because I was just  dying to do 
homework at that stage.

SL: Did you have a favorite subject in school?  
LC:  I loved reading more than anything else, and still do.

SL: What do you remember most about Advent?    
LC:  I remember the close-knit  community feel, like how our teachers (and Father Day) would shake our hands goodbye 
at the end of every day.

SL: Any memories stick out?  
LC: I honestly remember when my friend Lauren broke her arm playing kickball on the Common at Gym.  But I am sure 
there are other, better memoriesÉI vividly remember when we incubated and hatched the baby chicks.  That was really 
exciting.

SL: What are you doing now? 
LC: I am a 12th grade English teacher at Josiah Quincy Upper School in Bay Village, near Chinatown.

SL: Any summer plans?  
LS: As soon as the school year ends, I will be starting summer classes for the Urban Superintendents Program at Harvard.  
Hopefully, I will get  some chances to visit  my fiancŽ up at  Bread Loaf in Vermont and my parents on Cape Cod.  I will 
also be moving into my new condo in Jamaica Plain.

SL: Any advice to this yearÕs graduating Sixth Graders?  
LC: Even if youÕre going to a much bigger school next year, you can still form strong relationships with your teachers.  
DonÕt hesitate to ask questions and let them know what interests you or challenges you.  This is true from middle school 
all the way up to graduate school.  When I was younger, I was shy and thought asking questions was a bad thing.  Now I 
know that any good teacher wants to get to know you and help you learn!

SL: Just for fun, finish this sentence: ÒIf I won $1 million, I wouldÉÓ
LC: Ébuy a new sofa; travel to India; donate some to all my alma maters (including Advent); donate some to 
DonorsChoose.org, the WomenÕs Lunch Place, ACCESS, and the AIDS Action Committee; save whatever was left over.

!
!

Alumni ProÞle
Lizzy Carroll

Class of 1992


