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The Lion’s Roar

Thursday /June 7 / 2007

Important Dates

Friday, June 1

Field Day (rain date Fri/June 8)
Wednesday, June 6

Sharing: K, 2,4, 6

Pizza Party for New Families/
5:00-6:00 p.m.

Thursday, June 7

Reception and Annual Meeting
of the Board/5:00 pm

Tuesday, June 12
Final Day of Classes, CORE,
ADVENTures

Wednesday, June 13
Graduation/10:30 am
Great Hall

Thursday, June 14

Parent Ambassador Kickoff
BBQ 6:00 pm at Advent
(Adults Only)

Friday, June 15
Reports Mailed

Monday June 18—Friday 6/22
Learning, Boston, Session 1
8:30 am-5:00 pm

Monday June 25—Friday 6/29
Learning, Boston, Session 2
8:30 am-5:00 pm

July
TBA

From the Head of School /Nancy Harris Frohlich
Dear Advent School Families,

We have had an outstanding year at Advent, and graduation is fast approaching! First and
foremost, children and faculty are living the School’s Mission; as a community we are
modeling, not just teaching about, sustainability and today' s world issues. Hereis a brief
summation of Advent’s evolution during the 2006-2007 school year.

» With a second section of ECC scheduled to open, we have the largest
number of children in our School’s history, with 25 ECC’ ers and 151 children
enrolled for 2007-2008.

* Building plans are well underway, with a state-of-the-art Science and
Math Lab and three remodeled classroomsin the works.

» We successfully initiated Going Green: Building a Sustainable Future
for Advent, amajor donor program to support Advent’s building projects.
Having fine-tuned our approach to the Annual Fund and Spring Benefit, we
have surpassed our budgeted goalsin both areas.

* Focused branding and marketing have led to improved visibility and
appreciation of The Advent School. We have just installed a major work of art
inour local T station, and anew view book isin the works for September.

* Inour second year of our Faculty Travel Grant, three teachers have been
funded to travel to South Africaand China. Remarkable changes are evident
in student learning, as aresult of our first year of grants.

» More than 100 teachers from the region attended joint Lesley-Advent
workshops on Reggio Emilia-inspired teaching at Advent on two occasions
this spring; this summer we conduct our second annua Teacher Collaborative
on the same topic.

* Arts Exploration and April ADVENTures opened this spring, providing
benefits to children and families in the form more after school options. These
pilot programs have been well received and will be fully integrated into next
year’s caendar.

» ERB scores went up across the board thisyear. From Third Gradeto
Fourth and from Fourth Grade to Fifth, the mean scorein every sub-test
category increased.

| take pride in the work we are doing as a school community, and | thank each one of you
for your commitment and devotion to The Advent School.

Please read this letter in its entirety, as | have included pertinent information about
bussing, staffing, building renovation, LearningBOSTON, as well as “accommodations’
for the later start date. As always, should you have any questions, do not hesitate to email
or call me.



2 The Lion’s Roar June 7, 2007

Continued from the Head of School

Busses

I am thrilled to let you know that the Boston Public Schools will continue to bus our children, ages five through
Fifth Grade, with the usual requirement of a two-mile or greater distance between the student’s home and the
school. We are truly grateful for this accommodation, and have been told that arrival time is scheduled for 8:20
AM and departure time, for 3:00 PM. These times are only a slight variation from other years, and they will not
interfere with our academic program.

Staffing

We have nearly completed our hiring season, and | will keep you apprised as we make our final appointments. |
have some exciting news about the Third Grade co-teaching position. Sarah Mulrooney had originally planned
to leave Advent for the next school year while she prepared to reapply to doctoral programs, along-term goal of
hers. After some reassessment and the proposition of a new opportunity here at Advent, she has happily decided
to remain as the new Third Grade co-teacher. What a fabul ous teaching team for the School to anticipate!

More excellent news for our ECC: we welcome Marissa Clarke, who comes to Advent with 5 years of
experience with young children. A graduate of Holy Cross with a Masters degree from Elliot Pearson at Tufts
University, she has taught at Cambridge Ellis School and the Dandelion School. Marissa joins Kate Hulbert,
Cris Bringas, and Kelly Pope. Marissa was present last night at the New Family Picnic to meet our upcoming
ECC'ers.

Kip Adams, who is teaching Arts Exploration, will be a permanent member of the Advent faculty. With rave
reviews from his efforts this spring, Mr. Adams will oversee both Arts Exploration and Winter and Spring
ADVENTures, two vacation programs, next year. He will also run our September 5, 6, and 7 Days of
ADVENTure, prior to the start of school (See description below.)

There have been many inquiries about Mr. Pascetta’ s absence this spring, and he has been missed. Mr. Pascetta
will not be returning to Advent in the fall. The Advent community is eager to express its appreciation for his
many years of teaching and say a fond farewell. We look forward to having this opportunity at graduation on
June 13.

Renovations

All of our plans for summer renovation are moving forward. We are appreciative of the long hours and weeks
our builders will be putting in so that our project is completed on time. The teamwork on all fronts has been
impressive. Here are afew items of note:

We are scheduled to start on June 19 (Tuesday). Because safety is our first concern, no one except Jeff Morgan,
Advent’s new Director of Operations, will be at Advent during the demolition phase.

Teachers are doing some major packing, carefully storing materials so that they will be safe and sound when
September arrives.

Exterior work: All windows in the front of our building will be replaced, which will continue to save energy.
Pointing, and a new roof are also part of the plans.

Classrooms

Changes are in the works for 2007-2008. Our new section of ECC will be moving to the present Kindergarten
room. Kindergarten will move upstairs to the present Second Grade. Just across the hall, the First Grade will
be in the space that is currently Science and Admission. Second Grade will be located in this year’s First Grade
classroom. (The main room and the side room will have a large opening between them, making for a more
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expansive feel.) ECC, K, 1, and the Science and Math Lab will be our model classrooms, setting the stage for
2-6 classroom remodeling in future summers.

Summer Programs

Given the extensive nature of our renovations, LearningBOSTON will start out at Advent on June 18. We have
worked with the Paulist Center, and we will use this site from June 19 onward, for inside group work. We
selected this site because, with our focus on the T, it is near to the Park St. Station (where we had our
community luncheon in December) and because there is space for large-scale projects. Specific information will
be mailed to participants and their families early next week.

September 5-7: Daysof ADVENTure
The School is offering three days of childcare and activities, at no charge, with Kip Adams at the helm.
Registration is open to children at all grade levels, so look for the formsin the July mailing.

Administrators

Administrators will be working from the first floor on the 15 side of our building and will stagger their summer
work schedules.  After their vacations in July, you will be able to reach Robin at her usua extension, Liza and
Jaime at my extension, #13, and Noah at extension #17. | will be working from Maine, making regular trips
down to Boston for Building meetings.

Progress Reports

We mail progress reports after the close of school, and in most grades you will see a longer, al-inclusive
narrative on the front page. We are moving in the direction of more extensive checklists and a comprehensive
narrative, which takes the whole child into account. You will receive more explanation in the cover letter,
enclosed in the June reports.

My gratitude goes to al the teachers for their extraordinary efforts on this front, and in every area of teaching
and learning this year. The overal quality of teaching has never been higher.

To Vaerie Dionne-Lanier, who has been the force behind Advent’s financial operations for nearly two years,
we know The Advent School spirit will be central to the work you do in Bolivia and that you will keep in close
touch with us as your ADVENTure begins!

Best wishesto al for a happy and peaceful summer,

My gratitude goes to al the teachers for their extraordinary efforts on this front, and in every area of teaching
and learning this year. The overall quality of teaching has never been higher.

To Vaerie Dionne-Lanier, who has been the force behind Advent’s financial operations for nearly two years,
we know The Advent School spirit will be central to the work you do in Bolivia and that you will keep in close
touch with us as your ADVENTure begins!

Best wishesto all for a happy and peaceful summer,

Nancy

Jigrfpo o

Nancy Harris Frohlich
Head of School
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News from the Specialists

Science/ Susan Coolidge and Tooey Rogers

Grade 1: After what we hope is a successful ponding trip at Mass Audubon’ s Habitat Sanctuary, First Graders
will end their Science explorations with a culminating activity which asks the students to describe - in writing
and drawing — how they see themselves as scientists.

Grade 2: The Second Graders finished their study of water by doing condensation and preci pitation
experiments. During the very last Science class the Second graders discussed what different scientistsdo in
their work, and then the students drew themselves as scientists doing the work of their choice.

Grade 3: Third Graders will conclude their Science studies — their last two classes — by taking alook at how
they see themselves as scientists. We will discuss what a scientist is and what Scienceitself is. Then the
students will investigate their scientific selves!

Grade 4: Bugsto the end! The Fourth Graders finished up the dioramas that they constructed for their favorite
beetles. Then the students drew themsel ves as scientists doing the work of their choice.

Grade 5: Again, congratulations to al Fifth Graders for ajob well done on their inventions and marketing
plans! During our last class in Science — Friday June 8" — the students will investigate how they see themselves
asscientists. | wonder if their view will change next year?

Grade 6: Games, Games, and Games! The Sixth Graders invented games to teach about Charles Darwin,
evolution, or animals. They then had a wonderful time playing the game with each other. Asafina activity this
semester the Sixth Graders all drew themselves as scientists.

Art / George Anastos Fromthe Sudio

What ayear! We started out with an exhibit at the West End Library and ended the year with an art installation
at the Charles MGH T- stop. Everyone worked very hard on the Art and should be proud to have their work
hanging in a public space. Thanksto all who visited the Thursday Morning open studios. Enjoy your summer! |
look forward to next year. Mr. A

M usic/ Rebecca Fiarman

It has been an eventful year! Plays, concerts, recitals, and videos sent abroad or made for home made the last
portion of theyear FLY BY! Graduation is just around the corner, and a new 6th grade class will graduate to
move on to new schools and to give to the world! Sixth Grade!

If you ever find yourself interested in volunteering for a spring musical or a concert, please do not hesitate to
contact me! | can always use accompanists and helping hands! Good Luck! Andto therest, HAVE A GREAT

SUMMER!

Library/Amanda Bock

As the school year wraps up, please be sure that any library books that may be lingering at your house are
returned to the library. They are easily identifiable by the labels on the spines and pockets in the back. It is
especially important that we get all of the books back because we re doing an extensive inventory in preparation
for the new automated library system. Thanks very much for your cooperation and please be in touch if you
have any questions.
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CORE Program / Sharon Knox-Hutchinson

CORE iswinding up the year reading favorite books. doing favorite projects and enjoying the outdoors. We will
have a pizza party in June 8,2007to celebrate the wonderful year together. Be looking for projects and journals
to be coming home. Please be in touch with any ADVENTure courses you might like to see at the school next
year. Sign-ups for after school programs will be mailed to your home during the summer. Enjoy the warm
weather and see you in September.

Espanol / Maria Acuiia

We have busy finishing our last units of the year:

Kindergarten is learning opposites, First grade is learning Places in the neighborhood, Second grade is learning
occupations, Third grade is |earning opposites and using the verb to be and to have in present tense, Fourth
grade is learning occupations and using the verb to be, Fifth grade is describing animals and changing
paragraphs into plural, Sixth grade is learning going on vacation vocabulary and writing paragraphs adapting all
its content to different subject pronouns.

It was afabulous year...from the aien election to Peru and all the in between! Have a great summer and give
your child opportunities to be surrounded by Spanish.

My dear sixth graders | wish you all the best in your next schools. | will missyou greatly...so please come and
visit when you can.

jHasta Septiembre!

News from the Administrators

Admission Office/ Jaime Bard

The Admissions season has come full-circle as we welcome our new familiesto Advent at our Pizza Party.
Never alull, we are already beginning to gear up for the 2008 entry year. It looks like we're going to have a
great crew of Parent Tour Guides and Ambassadors. It is not too late to join the Admissions team as a volunteer,
so please let me know if you would like to become a Parent Ambassador or Tour Guide.

Thanks to the Gonclaves family, there will be a Cape Verdean-themed BBQ at Advent on June 14™ at 6:00pm
for al Advent Parents who are interested in becoming Parent Ambassadors next year!

Community
Our art project, Local Art ~ Global Heart was hung in the Charle’MGH Train Station on Monday, June 4™ and

the unveiling event with the MBTA occurred on Tuesday, June 5™. Our children should be so proud of their
hard work on this piece. | would like to thank George Anastos and Nancy Harris Frohlich for their commitment
to this project. Thank you, also, to the parents and teachers who helped this large-scale project come to fruition.
What an accomplishment for our community!

Just as we're wrapping up the community art project, we are also kicking off a new partnership for next year.
We will be working very closely with The Esplanade Association to further our commitment to environmental
sustainability. We will be breaking ground - literally and figuratively - as we forge a new model for public land
management by becoming the first private organization to become stewards of a section of land along the
Charles. The section that we have chosen to protect lies between the Hatch Shell and Fiedler Footbridges. We
are beginning to think about the ways in which our students and teachers can learn from that space — and also
take care of it. Stay tuned for more information on this exciting new partnership.

To learn more about The Esplanade Association, check out their website at:
http://www.espl anadeassoci ation.org/
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Deva opment Office/Noah Hulbert

ANNUAL FUND UPDATE

The 2006-2007 Annual Fund isnow initsfinal three weeks and we are pleased to announce that we
successfully reached our goal of $130,000. To date we have raised amost $133,000 in gifts and pledges. In
addition, we have 100% participation from our Board of Trustees and 97% participation from faculty and
administration.

With only five days remaining in the school year, we are making afinal push to increase our parent
participation percentages. At presstime, parent participation in this year’s Annual Fund is 65%. Parent
participation by class stands at: ECC: 86%, Kindergarten: 86%, First Grade: 68%, Second Grade: 89%, Third
Grade: 93%, Fourth Grade 53%, Fifth Grade: 86%, and Sixth Grade: 54%.

Make your gift today and help us achieve 100% parent participation! Also, if you have made a pledged to the
Annual Fund but have not yet fulfilled your commitment, now isthetime. Contact Noah Hulbert in Advent’'s
development office at nhulbert@adventschool.org or 617-742-0520, ext. 32 to contribute to or fulfill apledge to
the 2006 — 2007 Annual Fund. Y ou can aso make your gift electronically viacredit card by visiting
www.adventschool.or g, clicking on Development, and then clicking on the Advent School 1ogo.

Remember, every gift makes an impact and every gift makes adifference. Thank you for your support!
COMEDY NIGHT

On Tuesday, May 15, The Advent School hosted its second annual Comedy Night at The Comedy Connection
in Faneuil Hall marketplace. The event raised $1,900 and was attended by over one hundred Advent School
friends, families, and faculty. Our M.C. extraordinaire, Tony V, was wonderful and hilarious as always. The
featured comics were Carolyn Plummer, James Goff, and Alex Edleman. But the highlight of the night was our
very own Sixth Grade teacher and hobby humorist Neil Taylor who took to the comedy stage for the first time
and was a smash hit. Thanks to all who attended.

BOSTON MIDSUMMER OPERA EXTRAVAGANZA

Attention thespians and performing arts enthusiasts: the Boston Midsummer Operawill present their 2007
summer production The Tales of Offenbach at the Tsai Performing Arts Center August on 1, 3, and 5. The
evening features a selection of four of Offenbach’s best-loved opéras comiques. La Périchole, The Brigands,
The Tales of Hoffmann, and Orpheus in the Underwor|d.

Having debuted last summer with The Marriages of Mozart, Boston Midsummer Opera has set its sights on
presenting entertaining, accessible visions of opera performed at a high level and at areasonable price. Our very
own Ernie Klein (Olivia, Grade 1) isthe Opera s Executive Director and president of its board, and is happy to
answer any questions you might have regarding the performance or the Opera.

The Tsai Performing Arts Center is located at 685 Commonwealth Avenue in Boston. Tickets are priced from
$20 to $50 (plus a $5 handling fee per order) for al performances and are available by calling 617-227-0442,
online at www.bostonmidsummeropera.org, or by mail at Boston Midsummer Opera, Box 513, 66 Charles
Street, Boston, MA 02114.
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Subject: 6th Grade Graduation

Dear Advent Community,
We look forward to seeing everyone next Wednesday, June 13th for Sixth Grade Graduation at 10:30 a.m. in Faneuil Hall.

Please note, children need to be dropped off at school at 9:30am. After a brief period in the classroom with teachers and
classmates, al students will parade to The Great Hall at Faneuil Hall, where their parents and families will meet them.

The Great Hall isthe first building you reach after Congress Street, if you are coming from the City Hall direction, on the
corner of Congress and North Streets. It is located directly in front of the Faneuil Hall Marketplace.

We will stick to the parading plan unless there is a complete downpour, in which case the children will be bussed over to
Faneuil Hall. The ceremony will begin at 10:30am and will end at approximately 12:00pm. Students will then be
dismissed from the Hall. A reception will follow the ceremony at the Comedy Connection for 5th and 6th Grade
Families, Board of Trustees and Faculty.

There will be no school bus service or CORE available on Graduation Day.

See you there!
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June 2007

June 7, 2007

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday / Sunday
28 29 30 31 1 2/3
Field Day
(rain date Fri/June 8)
4 5 6 8 9/10
Sharing K, 2,4,6 7 Reception Annual
Pizza Party for New Meeting of the Board/
Families 5:00-6:00 pm 5:00 pm
11 12 13 14 15 16/17
Parent Ambassador | ReportsMailed
Final Day of Classes, Q* Kickoff BBQ
CORE and o " | 600 pm at Advent
ADVENTures > + (grown ups)
4 I '@ i -~ | Summer Break Begins
Graduation 10:30 am
18 19 20 21 22 23/24
Learning Boston .
Session 1 First Day of Summer
June 18-22
8:30 am.—5:00 p.m.
k.L.
25 26 27 28 29 30/1

Learning Boston
Session 2
June 25-29

8:30 am.—5:00 p.m.
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June 7, 2007

July 2007
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday / Sunday

25 26 27 28 29 30/1

2 3 6 7/8

9 10 12 13 14/15

16 17 18 19 20 21/22

23 24 25 26 27 28/29

30 31 1 2 3 4/5




